Structural changes in the brain of mice infected with influenza A/H5N1 virus.
Structural changes in the brain of outbred mice were studied after infection with influenza A/H5N1 strain isolated in the Novosibirsk region. High mortality was observed after intranasal infection. Examination of brain specimens revealed vasculopathies with thrombosis of the microcirculatory vessels, pericellular and perivascular edema with multifocal ischemic necrosis, hyperplasia of glial cells, caspase-dependent apoptosis of neurons caused by the cytopathic effect of the virus, and hypercytokinemia.